Abstractملخص باللغة الانجليزية
Our study relied on different sources, which included, in particular, field research. The aim behind this was to compile as much information as possible through personal interviews with sufists, non-sufists, researchers and highly educated individuals. These constituted the main sample of our study. To ensure the academic authenticity of our research method, we decided to target these groups in different locations and places such as worshipping centres, homes, mosques and working places so as to observe them in their various situations and monitor their theological behaviour and the ways they relate to people. For reasons that are mentioned in chapter three of the thesis, our discussion concentrated on three orders: al-Khalawatiyya, al-Naqshapandiyya, and al-‘Alawiyya. This is, in addition, to examining, but in general terms, Sufism in Palestine, and other orders. 

Theoretically our study followed two methods: it reviewed old Sufi sources and references, and secondly, it carefully studied all Sufi literature recommended to us by those sufists and intellectuals we interviewed. These methods helped us in determining the chapters of the thesis which addressed issues like Sufism, its definition, resources, importance and foundations as well as those items that presented an analytical examination of the material collected through interviews and discussions undertook with Palestinian sufists. These were covered in the first three chapters. Chapter four relied on an area considered to be partial (Palestine) with regards to the subject of Sufism, while chapter two was specifically referring to the Arab and Islamic worlds, an element which made the link between the two difficult. 


Our study makes the conclusion that there are two sides to Sufism: theoretical and practical. One complements the other as the theoretical side is relevantly easy to grasp while the practical one is a bit more complicated given that it involves few secrets that the sufists like to keep to themselves. For the sufists knowledge is God-given and comes through Ijtihad. 

Sufism in Palestine is an extension of Sufism in the Arab and Islamic worlds. Palestinian Sufism however has particular tenets due to the spirituality of its location, especially given the paramount importance of the Holy Places that Palestinians are proud of everywhere in the world and given the political conditions that Palestinians go through. 

The literature of the sufists varies and is many. It is virtually difficult to limit it as it ranges from literary sessions (al-Azkar), al-Awrad, poetry (al-Asha’r) to prose (al-Nathr). With regards to al-Shi’r (poetry), it usually appears in their sayings, and it aims at clarifying what they exactly refer to in their philosophy. Sufists do not usually give any significance neither to metrical details nor to the personality of the poet. 

Sufi orders are many in Palestine, which means that their percentage is high as it is not restricted to a certain class or a group of people. They are in fact made of many sectors. These however do not appear in public and they live their life in a normal fashion and they never disclose that they are sufists for various reasons.

The activities of Sufi orders are many and they vary from one to the other. Al-Khalawatiyya order is the most active among the other orders and has various centres and institutions in society this is, in addition to many Zawaya in various parts of the country. 

There is a special deep common language to Sufism and its neophytes. There is the hidden and the public form of language and one complements the other. And it is usually shared with the neophytes and with those who like to become members of Sufism. Science or knowledge is not usually disseminated in one lot so as not allow any misunderstanding of what they actually mean. 

Lastly, there are clear cultural differences between the various Sufi orders in Palestine. This can be clearly seen in the depth of the individuals’ understandings of things and is clearly illustrated in their either superficial or deep sense of belonging to their Sufi orders.    
